motives, if not handled properly, are apt
to create nothing but chaos and ugliness.
The manner in which the Muslims used
these elements, harmonised them and
gave them an originality and sense of
fitness, proved beyond all doubt that they
not only possessed the power of assimila-
tion but that of organisation as well.

^ Before the advent of
Islam the Arabs had no architectural
tradition of their own. In spite of this,
when they gave up fighting and took up
the task of government, they patronised
all the known arts and sciences and the
existing architectural traditions of the
locality. This shows that there was dor-
mant in them that spark of artistic sensi-
bility that only needed kindling. Even
more important than this was that under
the influence of Islam, cruel, barbaric and
headstrong people like the Arabs became
extremely broadminded and awake to alien
ideas and thoughts. This helped them
to progress with a phenomenal rapidity
unequalled in the history of mankind.
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